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8820  OPENING EXERCISES 
 
The morning opening exercises will include the pledge of allegiance.  Those pupils who have 
religious or conscientious objections may be excused from participating, but must not disrupt the 
exercises. 
 
Appropriate recognition shall be given in all schools on the last school day preceding: 
 
A. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday; 
 
B. Lincoln's Birthday; 
 
C. Washington's Birthday; 
 
D. Memorial Day; 
 
E. Columbus Day; 
 
F. Veterans' Day; 
 
G. Thanksgiving Day. 
 
Suitable exercises are also required by law in all New Jersey public schools in observance of 
Flag Day, Arbor Day, and Commodore John Barry Day.  The Board authorizes the 
Superintendent to conduct school observances in commemoration of other persons and events of 
special historical significance. 
 
Pupils shall be encouraged to develop and/or take part in events and activities in connection with 
special "days", "weeks" or "months" proclaimed by the nation, State or community. 
 
Holidays and special events may be recognized in the district's schools so long as such 
recognition respects the rights and feelings of others and is consistent with law. 
 
Songs and customs which have come to us from the various elements of our national population 
may be used to broaden our pupils' awareness of the many elements that make up our American 
culture. 
 
The Board shall not prevent, or otherwise deny any participation in, constitutionally protected 
prayer in any district school, consistent with guidance issued by the United States Department of 
Education and applicable judicial decisions interpreting the religion clauses of the First 
Amendment of the United States Constitution. 
 
This policy supercedes any other Board policy that is inconsistent with it. 
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